
 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Bill 

 

We are aware that the Bill is currently being reviewed and have already submitted information we wish 

considered in the discussions.  We are particularly concerned about the removal of minimum distance, as 

previously stated.  However, as were given only 2 days  notice of the appeal deadline, we feel we did not get the 

chance to express our concerns fully or that all committee members were reached.  The Committee were not 

aware of our situation despite the previous appeal letter and photographs that we submitted. 

 

Any minimum distance or protected  area was explained to us as being unnecessary as dwellings could 

subsequently be built in this area if permission was given. We have already stated that this offers no protection 

to existing dwellings.  In our particular case, our home would be marooned, conterminous with the crematorium 

development, particularly as there would be insufficient parking within the grounds. We would find it very 

distressing to be in such close proximity to grieving mourners and feel that our own mental health would suffer 

as a result. This quiet area of the countryside we have lived in for nearly 20 years would no longer be quiet but 

under constant bombardment by cortege parties and all the associated workings of such a process. Do the 

“Health Protection” Division not have a duty of care to people who may be affected in such a way?  

 

Should the crematorium go ahead, we feel we would certainly be unable to continue to live here and would 

therefore put our home on the market once the crematorium was built (there would be no point while works 

were in progress as that in itself would put off likely buyers).  We already fear that like ourselves, few people 

would wish to be 130 feet from such an operation.  

 

However, should there be any possible buyers, we feel that the least we could request is written confirmation 

from yourselves that: 

 

- Being in the path of the prevailing wind from the chimneys (discharging under bedroom windows), 

there is absolute certainty that no harm will be caused from the chimney exhaust  

- That this house will be free from any fine particulate ash fall in the garden (at 84ft), odours or noises 

(grinders etc) 

-  Most importantly that the emissions will be guaranteed 100% safe at 43 yds at all times.  

Interestingly, America and Sweden still seem to be looking into removal of teeth with mercury 

fillings before cremation.   

- There is no associated health risk from cremating diseased animals. 

 

Should there be no written guarantee possible, we would then expect a safe distance to be maintained. 

 

We expect that anyone showing an interest in the property, in such close proximity, will wish to know these 

things as a minimum.  Otherwise we will be trapped ourselves in a house we are unhappy to be in and feel is 

medically unsafe. 

 

Perhaps the council or the crematorium developers would care to buy our property at its current market value 

and let us move away?  Our main wish is not to have to live beside an active crematorium and we would 

happily leave. 

 

We hope that this further note will be considered by the committee as we had so little time to prepare. We do 

realise that few properties may be affected in such a way, but the law should provide for those which are.  It was 

very shocking how little information the planners requested from the developers before permission was awarded 

(we have seen otherwise from a recent application by another  crematoria developer in West Lothian).  We still 



wonder at the need for this crematorium as the newly approved one at Danderhall is far nearer the majority of 

the population of East Lothian and sits in 86 clear acres of land. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lesley and Bob Heath 

 

 

 

Cc  Iain Gray MSP; George Kerevan MP; Prof Mahmood Adil Medical Director, Health Protection Scotland 
 


